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Abstract To explore the application of teacher standardized patients (TSP) combined with formative assessment in
diagnostic inquiry teaching. Methods: A total of 218 medical students enrolled in 2018 from the five-year program and other
majors were selected as the study subjects (experimental group), while the control group consisted of 213 students from the
2017 five-year clinical medicine program and other majors. The control group used traditional teaching and assessment
methods, whereas the experimental group used TSP for teaching and assessment. At the same time, the TSP consultation
scores of domestic students and international students conducted in Chinese were analyzed and compared. Questionnaires
were also distributed to understand students”opinions and thoughts on the TSP consultation method. Results: The TSP consul-
tation scores were slightly higher than those of the control group [ (7.97 = 4.29) vs. (7.67 = 1.07), P= 0.43], but
the TSP consultation assessment evaluated students” communication ability, clinical thinking ability, and job competency,
etc. The consultation scores of domestic students were better than those of international students [ (8.43 + 3.66) vs. (7.56
+ 4.17), P= 0.02], but international students also mastered the basic methods of consultation. The questionnaire survey
results showed that students in the experimental group had an accepting and positive attitude toward simulated consultation.
Conclusion ;: The teaching method of TSP combined with formative assessment and feedback can stimulate students”enthusiasm
and initiative and improve their consultation ability.
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